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 Wear a warm coat, hat, scarf and gloves or mittens, and boots 
when it snows, for warm, dry play – EVERY DAY.  

 Please send along a pair of shoes that can be left at school for 
indoor wear during the winter months.  

 Students are discouraged from wearing the same footwear outdoors and in the 
classroom during the winter.  

 Snow melting from boots or shoes creates a slip hazard and a mess in stair-
wells and classrooms.  

 It is also highly recommended that younger children keep extra clothing in their 
backpack in case they get wet. 

 All students need snow pants if they want to play on the snow hills.  
 Please make sure that your child(ren) are dressed adequately for outside play. 

We go outside at both nutritional breaks every day except in extreme tempera-
tures. Your help in ensuring your child(ren) have appropriate winter clothing is 
greatly appreciated. 

Dear Parents & Guardians, 

 
It’s hard to believe December is here already! The warmer fall weather has provided us 
with some great opportunities to make use of the outdoor learning areas created with the 
help of our Grade 5 class, Mrs. Zeeman and parent volunteers. 
 
As December arrives, so does the excitement for the holidays! While preparations are un-
derway for our annual Christmas Holiday Concert, it will be different this year. The event 
will be held virtually and will be shared with our CDPS community during the last week be-
fore holidays. On the plus side, you can enjoy it from the comfort of your own home! More 
details will be shared as we get closer to the final week of December. 
 
Staff and students are doing a great job continuing with the health and safety protocols 
required this year. I know it’s been difficult as we must continue to maintain distancing, 
wear masks and wash hands, but these practices, along with staying home when sick, are 
working positively. Let’s continue to be diligent, complete the daily self- assessment, and 
follow all of our protocols so that we can head off the cold and flu season and keep each 
other safe. 
 
As the holiday season approaches and 2020 (thankfully) draws to a close, we would like to 
take this opportunity to wish the entire CDPS community a very happy and wonderful holi-
day season. 
 
We have appreciated the community’s support of the school as we returned to a ‘new nor-
mal’ school environment. Thank you for your continued commitment to and understanding 
of a healthy and safe learning community for all. We look forward to greeting your children 
upon their return from the holiday on Monday, January 4th , 2021. 

  

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year! 

 

 M.A. Mullen 

COBDEN DISTRICT PUBLIC SCHOOL 

DECEMBER 2020 

 
RCJTC will provide 
information on bus 
cancellations and/or 
delays via: 
 
 Website 

www.onthebus
.ca 

 Twitter 
@RCJTC 
Trans 

 Facebook 
RCJTC 

 iTunes with iPh-
one App (verify 
with “RCJTC”).  
Google Play with 
Android App 
(verify with 
“RCJTC”) 
https://
itunes.apple.com/
ca/app/
busplanner-
delays/
id1217589960?
mt=8 

 
In a situation 
where school 
buses are can-
celled, schools 
remain open to 

students. 
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Inclement Weather FYI 
Bus Cancellations 

 

 Transportation to and from school is provided by the Renfrew County 

Joint Transportation Consoritum (RCJTC) 

 

 The RCJTC is a non-for-profit organization set up between the Renfrew 

County Catholic District School Board and the Renfrew County District 

School Board (RCDSB) to provide safe, cost effective, on time delivery of 

transportation services for the students in Renfrew County. 

 

 The RCJTC website (onthebus.ca) contains the most up-to-date information on school bus delays and 

cancellations.  Cancellations will also be tweeted @RCJTC_Trans.  An email will be sent to those sub-

scribed to RCJTC delays and cancellations. 

 

 RCJTC will make the decision to cancel buses and announcements will be posted to the RCJTC web-

site by 6:00 a.m. 

 

 Information on transportation cancellations is also available through media and online notifications. 

 

 In a situation where school buses are cancelled, schools will remain open.  Parents should always 

assess weather and road conditions and make their own decision to send their children to school.  Par-

ents are not expected to drive their children to school in bad weather. 

 

Parents/Guardians should take notice of the following guidelines: 
 

 If parents choose not to send their child to school during extreme weather events, they must notify 

the school.  This includes walkers or students who do not take the bus. 

 Parents should monitor the Board website and stay tuned to radio for weather reports and RCDSB 

announcements. 

 Parents who choose to drive their children to school are required to make the necessary arrange-

ments for the safe return home of their children at the end of the school day, 3:45pm.  Buses which do 

not run in the morning will not run for the rest of the day. 

OHS JAZZ CATS  

VISIT CDPS 

Our Buses 

  
We would like to thank all of our bus drivers for their excellent service to CDPS. What a caring 

group of people who keep a watchful eye on our children at two very important times of the day. 

  
Just a reminder to all parents to please continue to review the bus rules at home with your child(ren) 

to reinforce the importance of staying seated in your assigned seats, keeping hands and feet to self, 

not eating on the bus and wearing their masks. This way our drivers can keep their eyes on the road 

and deliver everyone safely to their destination. 

  

Bus Planner App 

  
If you have not already done so, please download the Bus Planner App Bus delays and cancellations 

will be posted on it. This is one of the ways that bus cancellations are relayed to parents this year 

(along with postings on Facebook, emails and Twitter).  Bus Planner Delays app (Apple) (Android) are 

available on your mobile device. 
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The World Needs Santa More Than Ever This Year  

The world needs Santa more than ever this year and a small town in Eastern Ontario is hoping 
to spread the kindness and joy of the season to the world. On Sunday, December 20 from 5:30 
to 8:30 p.m. families are welcome to take a drive to the Ma-te-way Activity Centre in Renfrew, 
Ontario where there will be an outdoor assembly line of booths with age-specific toys wrapped 
and ready for the giving. At the end of the line will be a pre-packaged Christmas dinner for all 
families in need. Why? Because kindness matters and the What Would Santa Do? Foundation 
wants to do what they can and give what they can to keep the spirit of Christmas alive. “We 
can make a difference no matter how small, by just showing a little kindness to one another," 
says Katie Skerkowski, spokesperson for the What Would Santa Do? Foundation. This is a 
neighbours helping neighbours grassroots initiative cleverly labelled “The Santa Cause”. Santa 
would never cancel Christmas and this free outdoor event is for those who need a little helping 
hand although everyone is welcome to come drive-thru to see the man in red who is flying to 
town for the occasion. To register your family (size, ages and gender of family members), or if 
you want to help create this miracle by donating in any capacity, please phone 613-432-6864, 
email TheSantaCause2020@gmail.com or drop off at any of our designated drop-off locations; 
the Opeongo Bowldrome (233 Raglan Street South, Renfrew) or Renfrew Printing (173 Raglan 
Street South). For more information, please visit our website at whatwouldsantado.org or our 
“What Would Santa Do” Facebook page.  
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The Kinders from Rm 4 helped a 
neighbour shovel her driveway on 
our first snow day of the year. The 

students were eager to help the 
community in this way and were 
surprised at how quickly they ac-

complished the task together.  

Way to go, Kinders!  

Mrs. David's class 

participated in a 

Zoom call on Re-

membrance Day 

to a soldier, and 

former CDPS 

student, deployed 

in Romania. 
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Cobden District Public School official clothing!   
 

Looking for Christmas gift ideas?  CDPS clothing is an  

excellent choice!  Use the link below to order your official  

Cobden School clothing.  

https://cobdendps.entripyshops.com 

https://cobdendps.entripyshops.com/
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Mrs. Clark's Grade One class have been working hard on their Symmetry Challenges in Math. For the past 

week, we have learned that the world is made up of symmetrical shapes, sizes, numbers, letters, fabric, sculp-

tures, and many more examples.  Over the past week, our class have shown their newly acquired knowledge 

along with a healthy degree of perseverance by progressively challenging themselves to more and more diffi-

cult "mirror patterns". These challenges help our students to do activities that require the simultaneous use 

of their hands and eyes (an activity that uses the information our eyes perceive-visual/spatial perception) to 

guide their hands to carry out a movement. Hand-eye coordination is especially important for normal child 

development and it is a skill that they will use as adults on a daily basis. 

PLEASE REMEMBER! 
 
If your child is absent, a phone call would be much appreciated.  
CDPS does have an answering service so you can call any time 

of the day or night to leave a message. 
 

Call 613-646-2271 to leave a message. 
 
 

Please remember that we need your help to keep all of 
our students safe.   
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Student Council will be running a Holiday Food Drive Monday December 7th- Wednesday De-

cember 9th, in support of the Cobden Food Bank. Food donations would be greatly appreciated. 

Things that we have been told are particularly needed at this time of the year are: canned pasta 

sauce, salmon, tuna, ham, canned vegetables, pudding, and fruit cups. Anything non perishable 

would be appreciated. Please make sure that it is not expired. Thanks! 

In the last month classes in grades 4-8 have chosen student council representatives. We also had 

an election for student council co-presidents. Our 2020-2021 Co-Presidents are Marlo V. and 

Quinn C. This year the student council is excited to plan different spirit days and events. If you'd 

like to learn more about the members of the student council, feel free to visit our introduction 

slide show!  

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1NWDg9jkjh-YgCzu2c-JlxcB8z7JeZNfGhCY6r7mVtmY/edit?usp=sharing 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1NWDg9jkjh-YgCzu2c-JlxcB8z7JeZNfGhCY6r7mVtmY/edit?usp=sharing
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Ms. Jessie & Ms. Evelyn’s  

Kinder class on  

Remembrance Day  
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Mr. Boudreau’s grade 5/6 

Remembrance Day  
artwork and Halloween 

fun 
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Mme Lindsay’s Grade 5 Immersion class  

doing sign language O Canada for the  
Remembrance Day slideshow. 

Mme Vaillancourt and Mrs. Clark's Kindergarten class are beginning to incorporate their love of drawing with the introduction to 

opportunities to practice their emergent printing skills and sentence building. As the year continues, we hope to introduce many 

media forms such as ArtforKidsHub to help guide our young students with drawing/writing activities that require the simultaneous 

use of their hands and eyes.  Additionally, drawing provides a platform for many of our "creative/abstract learners". It also is so 

important for the cognitive development, visual/spatial perception, coordination, visual and motor skills, and critical thinking. Even 

at this young age, children need to be stimulated by having opportunities to write. This will allow them to generate information to 

the brain which signals where their hand needs to be placed. Ultimately, opportunities such as this will help to provide oral/visual 

instructions on how to create appropriate lines and shapes, resulting in letters. 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

       

  1 
 

2 3 4 5 

6 7 
Food Drive 

8 
Food Drive 

9 
Food Drive 

10 11 12 

13 14 
Theme day: 
Holiday hat 
(Santa hat, 
elf hat, etc.) 

15 
Theme day: 
Christmas  

Character Day 
 
 

16 
Theme day: 
12 days of  
Christmas 

 
 

17 
Theme day:  

Ugly mask and 
sweater day 

 
 

18 
Theme day: 
Christmas 
morning  
(PJ day)  

19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

                               2020   

Cobden District Public School 
16 Cowley Street, P. O Box 130 

Cobden, Ontario K0J 1K0 
Phone:  613-646-2271 

Fax:  613-646-2194 
Principal:  Mary Ann Mullen 

Vice Principal: Sandi  Bennett 
Office Manager:  Janice McCambridge 

Secretary: Kelly Murphy 
Head Custodian:  Carina Wuehr 

Ministry of Education Website 

www.edu.gov.on.ca 

               Dates To  

            Remember 
JANUARY 2021 

 

 

Jan 4 First day back to school 

 after the holidays 

 

 

     

   

 

    

FIRST DAY BACK TO 

SCHOOL IN 2021…. 

January 4th 

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS December 21st - January 1st 

Request for Information  

JK Students for  

September 2021 
 

In order to help us with our organization  

for next year, we would appreciate     

knowing if you have a child eligible for  

Junior Kindergarten in September 2021  

(born in 2017)   

OR  if you know a relative or neighbour who has a 

child that would be eligible.   

This is not a commitment to enrol but is 

 

purposes.  If this applies to you,  

please fill out this form and  

return it to the school or call the office at  

613-646-2271 
 

________________________________ 
 

Parent’s Name: _____________________  
  


